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Research Unit o
1300 760 451 Leeches are found in a variety of Find the bite site.
WWW.avru.org habitats. Bites from venomous Tell the patient to stay still

leeches are potentially dangerous
and require a special first aid
technique.

What and Why is it Done?

This technique explains how to
remove the leech from the victim’s

skin, which prevents the venom 9

spreading into the wound site. Do not squeeze or pull on the
leech as these actions may mean

Use this technique for Leech bites that the leech’s mouthpart is left
in the wound.
Remove the leech by applying
salt, vinegar or a hot object (for

‘ example, an extinguished hot

match head).

Apply anfiseptic to the bite or sting area and a Cold Pack to 9 [fb’eeding persists, apply local
relieve local iritation swelling or pain.
pressure to the wound.

See specific instructions for Cold Pack Technique

0 Apply antiseptic to the bite site
and a cold pack to relieve pain
or local irritation.

Then, carefully examine the whole
body for other leeches.
If any symptoms of infection

arise, seek medical attention.
Bites and stings can be dangerous for those people with
allergies, especially life-threatening general reactions
(called anaphylaxis). Aimost as many people die of venom
allergy in Australia as from snakebite.

See specific instructions for the Allergic Reactions technique



